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ON YOUR BEHALF

NYCPA Leaders Joined the Assembly Majority Leader:

NYCPA CEO Calvin Harris Jr., and Media & Government Relations Associate Director
Jovan C. Richards attended the annual Crystal Ball, a reception in support of Assembly
Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-Stokes in Buffalo.

While attending, NYCPA’s team spoke with key legislative stakeholders in Western New
York to thank them for their commitment to the CPA profession through their support for
our Additional Pathways and E-Signature Expansion legislation while urging them to
consider various other vital NYCPA-backed legislation, such as pass-through entity tax
(PTET) and financial literacy in public schools, for the next legislative session.

Our team spoke with Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-Stokes, Senators April
N.M. Baskin and Sean Ryan —the current frontrunner for Buffalo Mayor—,
Assemblyman Jose Rivera, and various local and county officials.

Tee Off at Citi Field:

Experience Citi Field like never before with a nine-hole golf round across the Upper Deck
with us! Enjoy exclusive stadium access, great food, drinks, and music while networking
with peers and friends.

Test your skills in fun challenges and support the NYCPA PAC’s mission to amplify the
voice of CPAs across New York. Don’t miss this unforgettable mix of golf, camaraderie,

and advocacy!
HOW IT WORKS



https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/36522

How CPAs Can Be Effective in Advocacy:

CPAs and financial professionals play a uniquely powerful role in grassroots advocacy
outreach because of their credibility, expertise, and deep understanding of how legislation
and regulation affect both the business community and the broader public. Their
analytical skills and data-driven approach enable them to clearly articulate the real-world
impact of proposed laws or rules—whether small businesses, taxpayers, or the economy
at large.

When organized effectively, CPAs can mobilize targeted, fact-based outreach efforts—
such as meeting with legislators, writing informed comment letters, or engaging clients
and communities—to help policymakers understand the practical consequences of
complex financial and tax issues. These actions, when calculated and coordinated, can
“move the needle” on vital policy matters that shape the profession and protect the public
interest.

However, it is essential that any such advocacy be conducted only under the explicit
direction and guidance of professional bodies such as the NYCPA, AICPA, or equivalent
state and national organizations. These associations ensure that outreach efforts remain
consistent with ethical standards, legal boundaries, and the profession’s unified policy
priorities. Acting through these official channels ensures that CPAs’ advocacy is
strategic, compliant, and ultimately serves the greater good—advancing sound financial
policy while maintaining the public trust that defines the profession.

2025 LEGISLATIVE SPOTLIGHT

Occupational Licensing

An antiregulatory movement sweeping the
country is calling into question the need for
certification/licensing across occupations,
directly threatening the value of the CPA
license. Already, 39 states are considering
some form of occupational licensing reform,
adding to bills already passed.

BACKGROUND: Research shows that from

the 1960s to today, the number of jobs requiring a license exploded from 1 in 20 to 1 in 4.
Such rules originally applied only to learned professions such as physicians, attorneys,
architects, and CPAs. (In fact, the first law regulating the accounting profession was
introduced in New York in 1896.) Today, however, these requirements have come to
encompass such diverse jobs as hair braiders, auctioneers, and home entertainment
system installers. Currently, occupations and the learned professions are viewed as the
same.

The AICPA and NASBA have formed a coalition with other licensed professionals called
the Alliance for Responsible Professional Licensing, which aims to educate policymakers
and the public on the importance of high standards, rigorous education and extensive
experience within highly complex, technical professions that are relied upon to protect
public safety and enhance the public trust.

UPDATE: The NYCPA is monitoring the issue in New York.
Read the 2025 NYCPA Legislative & Regulatory Agenda in full



https://www.nysscpa.org/advocacy/2025-legislative-agenda#sthash.tOQIXo7c.v5S4x4ql.dpbs

STATE AND FEDERAL UPDATES

Get the latest information from the following statewide officials and the federal
government:

Governor Kathy Hochul:

e Gov. Hochul Restores Service and Announces Further Improvements to Rail
Services Between Albany and New York City

e Gov. Hochul and 14 Governors Launch Governors Public Health Alliance to
Safeguard Public Health, Strengthen Preparedness and Coordinate with the Global
Health Community

e Gov. Hochul Announces $10 Million is Now Available to Advance Clean Heating
and Cooling Solutions in New York

e Gov. Hochul Announces Launch of New York State Secure Choice Retirement
Savings Program

Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli:

e DiNapoli: State Tax Receipts Remain Above Budget Division Projections Through
Mid-Year

o State Comptroller DiNapoli Releases Audits

o State Comptroller DiNapoli Statement on the Federal Government Shutdown

Attorney General Letitia James:

e AG James Launches Portal to Collect Photos and Videos of ICE Activity in New
York

e AG James Announces Settlement with Accounting Firm for Failing to Protect New
Yorkers’ Personal Data

¢ AG James Announces that Social Media Companies Must Start Reporting Their
Content Moderation Policies to Combat Online Hate

UPCOMING EVENTS

We hope to see you at one or all the following events:

NYCPA PAC Golf Experience at Citi Field

Manhattan/Bronx & Queens/Brooklyn Legislative Breakfast (in-person)
Manhattan/Bronx & Queens/Brooklyn Legislative Breakfast (webcast)
Northeast Chapter Legislative Breakfast

ARTICLES ON LEGISLATION & ADVOCACY

To keep you informed of the latest news:

e Mamdani is Promising a Cheaper New
York. But Can He Afford to Pay for It?,
The Wall Street Journal
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e New Yorkers Face Likely Tax Hikes
No Matter Who Becomes Mayor,
Bloomberg

o Reminder: Watch Your Mail for Your
New York Inflation Refund Check, Syracuse.com

o 5 Key Questions to Calculate the New Alternative Minimum Tax,
AccountingToday

o AICPA Requests Transition Relief on Tip and Overtime Deductions, 7/e Trusted
Professional

o Supreme Court to Weigh Legality of Trump’s $3 Trillion Tariffs, 7he Trusted
Professional

e AICPA Renews Push to Classify Accounting as a STEM Discipline, 7he Trusted
Professional

o A Different Path to Leadership in Public Accounting, 7he Trusted Professional

 Inside the OBBBA’s Most Anticipated Changes to Section 174, The Trusted
Professional

HAVE A LEG/REG ISSUE?

Your issues matter to us! The NYCPA’s
Government Relations Team wants to help
you be heard in the halls of power. If you
have a suggestion for our Legislative Agenda,
are having trouble getting through red tape or
would like assistance reaching your local or
state officials, please email Media &
Government Relations Associate Director
Jovan C. Richards at

jrichards@nysscpa.org.

THE SOCIETY AFFILIATES & PARTNERS

The CPA Political Action Committee (PAC) is bipartisan and raises
funds to amplify the NYCPA'’s collective voice in Albany. The NYCPA / é\

distributes PAC donations to New York political candidates who

understand the profession’s needs and concerns. When you donate to £

the PAC, you help send a clear message to legislators that issues et
important to the profession affect the wider business community and the acdon

public interest—and that we will be heard.
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The Legislative Task Force (LTF) is responsible for monitoring and evaluating New
York State laws, legislation, rules, and regulations related to the accounting profession,
in particular, and business, in general. In conjunction with the Society’s legislative staff,
the LTF proactively recommends to the NYCPA Board various amendments and changes
to existing legislation and regulations on a continual basis.

The AICPA's State Regulatory and Legislative Affairs Team supports and advocates

for state-level policymaking that promotes the profession while protecting the public
interest in the United States. Catch up on all the current news.
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