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Minutes of: New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants Board of 
Directors Meeting 

Date & Time: Thursday, March 19, 2015, 9:05 a.m. to 1:53 p.m. 

Location: 

Presiding Officer: 

NYSSCPA Offices, 14 Wall Street, 19th Floor, New York, New York 

Scott M. Adair, President 

NYSSCPA Board 
Members Present: 

Joseph M. Falbo, Jr., President-elect 
Harold L. Dieters III, Vice President 
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F. Michael Zovistoski, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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Gregory J. Altman 
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Christopher G. Cahill 
Anthony S. Chan 

John F. Craven 

Peter H. Frank 

Rosemarie Giovinazzo-Barnickel 
Elizabeth A. Haynie 
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Elliot A. Lesser 
Jean G. Joseph 

Kevin Matz 

Michael E. Milisits 

Jacqueline E. Miller 
Barbara L. Montour 

M. Jacob Renick 

Warren Ruppel 
Stephen T. Surace 

Tracy D. Tarsio 

Mark Ulrich 

Richard T. Van Osten 

Mark Weg 

David J. Wojnas 

David G. Young 

Joanne S. Barry, Executive 
Director 

 

NYSSCPA Board 
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William Aiken 

Scott Hotalen 

J. Michael Kirkland 

 

Arthur J. Roth 
Yen D. Tran 

Beth Van Bladel 
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Robert Busweiler 

Aryeh Love 

Colleen Lutolf 
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Ernest J. Markezin 

Denise Osorio 
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M I N U T E S 

B14 ― A ― 0 

Call to Order 

Attendance was taken, and President Scott Adair established that a 
quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  
 

B14 ― A ― 1 
Action Items 

 

a. Approval of Minutes: 
i. December 12, 2014, Board of Directors Meeting 

Mr. Adair asked the Board to consider and approve the minutes of the 
December 12, 2014, meeting. Mr. Deiters moved to amend the minutes 
as discussed and approve them, and Mr. Chan seconded the motion. 
The motion passed without objection.   
 

ii. January 6, 2015, Board of Directors Special Meeting 
Mr. Chan moved to approve the special meeting minutes, and Mr. Frank 
seconded the motion. The motion passed without objection.   

 

iii. January 7, 2015, Board of Directors Special Meeting 
Ms. Giovinazzo-Barnickel moved to approve the special meeting 
minutes, and Mr. Hosler seconded the motion. The motion passed 
without objection.  
 

b. Approval of Fiscal Year 2015/2016 NYSSCPA Budget 
Mr. Zovistoski expressed his gratitude to Mr. Adair for serving and for his 
leadership. He also expressed gratitude to the staff for their work on the 
2015/2016 budget.  
 

Mr. Zovistoski explained that the process for the budget review begins in 
November. He noted that the budget provided to the Finance Committee 
was conservative. Mr. Zovistoski reported that the committee went item 
by item to reduce the costs and increase revenue. 
 

Mr. Zovistoski announced that the expected contribution from the Society 
to FAE did not reach its goal, but was better than last year. He noted that 
last year, the contribution was at $1.463 million, while this year, it is at 
$1.2 million; the goal is to get this number under $1 million dollars. Mr. 
Adair called for questions, and a discussion ensued regarding issues of 
strategies to obtain new members and, specifically, how Next Gen is 
being targeted.  
 

Mr. Milisits moved to approve the 2015/2016 budget, and Mr. Altman 
seconded the motion. The motion passed without objection.  
 

c. Financial Statements ending January 31, 2015 
Mr. Zovistoski announced that the Society is doing well financially and 
presented the financial statements. There were no questions. Mr. 
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Abboud moved to accept the financial statements. Mr. Hedley seconded 
the motion. The motion passed without objection.  
 

 

 

d. Investment Account Strategy 
Mr. Zovistoski announced that the Board must look at the Society’s 
investment policy. Mr. Zovistoski outlined the proposal for the Board. 
Questions followed and the Board passed a unanimous motion to table 
this issue and refer it to the Finance Committee. 
 

e. Membership Report 
Ms. Barry asked the Board to approve 137 new applicants, bringing the 
total membership to 27,267 members. She noted that year-to-date, new 
memberships were up to 1,838, which was an increase from 1,220 at the 
same time last year. Questions were asked and a discussion followed 
about the targeting of student members and future CPAs. 
 

Mr. Deiters moved to approve the new applicants, Mr. and Chan 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with no objection.  
 

f. Selections Subcommittee Report 
Mr. Falbo announced that eight names were put forth for the FAE 
Trustees to consider in order to fill four seats. Mr. Falbo expressed 
gratitude to Mr. Van Osten, Ms. Bel, Mr. Chan, and Ms. Miller for their 
service on the Selections Subcommittee.  
 

i. Society Recommendation to Fill FAE Board of Trustees 
Vacancies 

Mr. Falbo presented the report of the subcommittee containing eight 
candidates for consideration. Mr. Adair asked for comments on the 
candidates. Mr. Abboud moved to approve the report, and Ms. 
Giovinazzo-Barnickel seconded the motion. The motion passed with no 
objection.  
 

ii. Society Appointment to FAE Board of Trustees 
Mr. Pryba announced that pursuant to the affiliation agreement between 
the Society and FAE, there can be up to three NYSSCPA Board 
members chosen to sit on the FAE Board. One position is usually 
reserved for the next Secretary/Treasurer. Mr. Pryba noted that there are 
one-, two-, and three-year terms to serve, and Mr. Falbo added that the 
Treasurer should be on both Boards; Mr. Adair agreed. It was proposed 
that Mr. Lauchert be appointed to the FAE Board. Ms. Giovinazzo-
Barnickel moved to approve this appointment; Mr. Frank seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with no objections.  
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Mr. Frank moved to nominate Mr. Renick for appointment to the FAE 
Board, and Mr. Hosler seconded the nomination. Mr. Deiters nominated 
Mr. Matz for appointment to the FAE Board, and Ms. Bel seconded the 
nomination. Mr. Hosler moved to approve the appointments; Ms. Bel 
seconded the motion. The motions passed without objection.  
 

g. Approval of Proposed Bylaws Changes 
Mr. Pryba noted that bylaws changes must be approved by the Board 
prior to submission to the membership for vote.  There was discussion 
among the Board members regarding details of the changes. Mr. Craven 
moved to accept the bylaw changes; Mr. Chan seconded the motion. The 
motion passed with no objection.  
 

h. Strategic Plan  
Mr. Adair expressed gratitude to the members of the task force for their 
work on the Strategic Plan.  
 

Mr. Adair described his work on the plan with Ms. Barry, Ms. Lutolf, and 
staff to get it going. He announced that the plan was approved by the 
Executive Committee. Mr. Adair noted that the last plan was in 2008, and 
strongly suggested that the Executive Committee renew it annually.  
 

 

B14 ― A ― 2 
Officer Reports 

 

a. Report from Chapter Representatives: 
 

i) Ms. Miller from the Adirondack Chapter reported that the 
chapter had 115 members. They had done five events, 
including CPE events about ethics and insurance, and an 
international meeting. Other events included the Annual Tax 
Conference and the IRS Pension Division Estate Tax 
presentation. Ms. Miller also noted the December 1 Accounting 
Update event led by Ms. Rampulla.  

 

ii) Ms. Tarsio from the Mid Hudson Chapter reported that the 
chapter had an active year, with the Golf Event coming up in 
June. She reported that as a chapter, they were looking to 
raise money locally. Ms. Tarsio announced some upcoming 
events, including an ethics program in September and a tax 
event in November, which typically attracts 50–100 people. 
She discussed the Bankers, Attorneys, and CPAs event which 
was attended by 100–200 people; this was the biggest event 
for the chapter. Ms. Tarsio also noted that their NextGen group 
was active. 

 

iii) Ms. Haynie from the Nassau Chapter reported that the chapter 
held a number of events between January and February, 
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including ethics and an all-day Estate Planning Conference. 
She noted that the events resumed after tax season, including 
a Women’s Focus Group coming up in May, which is expected 
to be attended by 50–80 people. Ms. Haynie mentioned the 
COAP program at Adelphi coming up in June.  

 

iv) Mr. Ulrich from the Queens/Brooklyn Chapter announced that 
there have been strategic planning meetings and that there 
were questions since the merger of Queens and Brooklyn. He 
noted that duplicate events can be run by the chapter because 
there was no overlap in attendance. Mr. Ulrich described some 
of the events coming up for the chapter, including a CPE event 
in May, and the June COAP program at LIU–Queens Campus. 
He noted that the LIU COAP program in Brooklyn does not 
have presence in the chapter currently. Mr. Ulrich outlined 
some of the past events, including a cocktail reception in 
September, a Town Hall Ethics Seminar, and a Tax 
Conference in October, with 60 attendees. Other events 
included a holiday party in December and a tax update in 
January.  

 

v) Mr. Wojnas from the Utica Chapter announced the many 
events happening in this chapter. Some of them included the 
New York State Exchange seminar in July, ethics programs in 
August, a Wage Reduction Rules Seminar, and a Business 
Succession seminar in September. Other programs mentioned 
included START-UP NY and NextGen Poker Night in 
December. Mr. Wojnas noted participation in an American 
Hockey League Game and work done with United Way 
through a book drive and volunteer programs. 

 

vi) Ms. Bel from the Westchester Chapter announced that the Tax 
Committee for this chapter was very active. She noted that the 
monthly meetings have been moved to telephone versus 
breakfast in person. Ms. Bel talked about the Recruitment 
Night, involving four to eight firms taking a table and 
performing mock interviews with college students. She also 
mentioned lecture events, the Annual Tax Hotline, and the 
Annual President’s Dinner. Ms. Bel noted that six high school 
seniors going to college will be receiving scholarships during 
the dinner. She also mentioned that the wine tasting event 
raised $4,000 for a local hospital.  

 

b. Chapters Update 
Mr. Hosler announced that the chapters were active. He and Mr. Deiters 
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encouraged chapter presidents to fill out feedback reports in order to give 
more information to the incoming vice presidents. 
  
Mr. Deiters noted that the chapters did a great job. Mr. Adair thanked Mr. 
Hosler and Mr. Deiters for their good work. 
 

c. Society Comment Letters 
Mr. Hedley announced that there have been 21 letters to date, with 2 
more coming. He expressed gratitude to Mr. Markezin for his work on the 
letters. 
  
Mr. Adair also thanked Mr. Hedley and staff for their work on the letters. 
 

d. Committees Update 
Mr. Markezin announced that there have been over 100 meetings since 
the last board meeting, and noted that activity was good. He reported 59 
new committee applications, 14 new Society members and 25 members 
who have not been on committees before. Mr. Markezin noted that there 
is a push to target the NextGen younger demographic. It was also noted 
that out of the Big Four meetings, 9 new recruits were added to the 
Society.  
 

e. Nominating Process Update 
Mr. Adair expressed gratitude to everyone involved for a fast turnaround 
time. He noted that there was a healthy interest in multiple positions. Mr. 
Adair expressed congratulations to Mr. Zovisotski as the newly 
nominated President-elect and to Mr. Lauchert as the nominated 
Secretary/Treasurer. 
 

Mr. Zovisotski announced that the Nominating Committee met on 
January 8, and it was led by Renee Rampulla. He expressed gratitude to 
the committee. The nominations were posted in The Trusted 
Professional. Mr. Zovisotski noted that there were no independent 
nominations so the vote goes to the members with the ballot and 
nominees being published in the April issue of the The Trusted 
Professional. 
 

B14 ― A ― 3 
Management Reports 

 

a. Awards Committee Report 
Ms. Barry announced that two award recipients will be recognized at the 
annual dinner—Mr. Sidney Kess and the late Mr. David J. Moynihan.  
 

b. AICPA Update 
Ms. Barry noted that there is an evolving relationship between the 
Society and the AICPA.  
 

Questions followed and some discussion ensued regarding the national 
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versus local-level benefits, as well as AICPA potential conflict.  
 

c. David J. Moynihan Scholarship Fund 
Ms. Lutolf discussed details of the “Carry It Forward” campaign that was 
developed to raise money for the scholarship program in honor of Mr. 
Moynihan. Mr. Adair thanked Ms. Lutolf and the staff for getting the 
program up and running. Ms. Barry added that there is a firm giving 
campaign as well.  
 

 

B14 ― A ― 4 
Professional 
Competency 

 

a. FAE Update 
Ms. Barry announced that FAE continues to examine its business. She 
noted that there was a reduction in conference offerings, but that the web 
attendance has skyrocketed, so there is a push to change to fewer in-
person seminars and channel this to the web. Ms. Barry also noted that 
there was discussion of offering 4-hour courses versus 8-hour courses. 
She also introduced the new e-store, which would allow other states to 
purchase FAE products. 
 

b. Partnership with Baruch College 
Ms. Barry reported that she had meetings with the new dean of the 
business school at Baruch College. She noted that the meeting was 
productive, and mentioned that one avenue of collaboration that the 
Society can provide to students would be to supply mentors to new 
graduates. 
 

 

c. Accounting Doctoral Scholars Program Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B14 ― A ― 5     
Recognition and 
Visibility  
 

Ms. Barry announced that the Society had made a commitment of 
$50,000—at $10,000 over five years—to the Accounting Doctoral 
Scholars Program. At this point, the first group of students has graduated 
and the Society plans to reach out to them as professors at local schools, 
specifically at Baruch College. Ms. Barry noted that the program will most 
likely be coming to the Society to make another request sometime soon, 
and she urged the Board to consider pledging more money.  
 

  
a. Communications Report 

Ms. Lutolf presented the Communications Report and discussed 
advances in software, community outreach, media placements, 
journalism awards, and the new website.   
 

b. Website Demonstration 
Mr. Love introduced the new NYSSCPA.org website. He provided a 
demonstration of the new site and displayed several pages of it.  
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B14 ― A ― 6  
Advocacy 

 

a. Legislative and Regulatory Update 
Mr. Pryba announced that he was hopeful that the Non-CPA Ownership 
Bill was poised to pass. The bill had been included in the New York 
Senate budget but was discarded in the Assembly budget.  
 

Mr. Busweiler announced that there is a concise list of goals being 
pursued. Among those, Mr. Busweiler noted, is the State Tax Reform 
that is being tracked and monitored. Additionally, one issue that received 
some early support is the PI registration exemption; another issue that 
received some approval by Democrats in the Senate is supporting 
internal audits for public school districts. Mr. Busweiler mentioned that 
this time of year in Albany is very busy due to fund-raising. There were 
no questions.  
 

Ms. Barry announced that the Society applied for and received a grant 
for $25,000 to increase and improve advocacy and the presence of 
programs in Albany.  
 

B14 ― A― 7  
Executive Session 

Mr. Adair thanked Mr. Zovistoski for serving this year and also thanked 
the members of the Executive Committee. Mr. Adair praised Ms. Barry 
for her service as the Executive Director of the Society and for her great 
outreach efforts. He expressed gratitude to everyone for their time and a 
thank you to the staff.  
 

Mr. Falbo expressed gratitude of this Board to Mr. Adair for all the work 
he has done as President and for his commitment.  
 

Mr. Hosler moved to go into an Executive Session; Ms. Giovinazzo-
Barnickel seconded the motion.  

  
B14 ― A― 8  
Adjournment 

 

Mr. Hosler moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:53 p.m., and Mr. Deiters 
seconded the motion.  There being no objection, the meeting was 
adjourned.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

F. Michael Zovistoski 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 


