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President’s Message

Happy New Year!

I hope everyone had a wonderful and
enjoyable holiday and is looking forward
to what 2025 has in store. 

Most of us have been/are currently
ramping up for the traditional “busy
season” (which seems to be perpetual
these days) and I just want to thank our
Suffolk Chapter members for their undying
commitment to their clients and continuing
to move this profession forward.

Over the course of the next couple of
months, the Suffolk Chapter has a
handful of CPE opportunities, including
two this month.  The Suffolk Nonprofit

Committee is hosting a session on
Overlooked Audit Areas on January 27.
And on January 30 our Employee
Benefits Committee hosts a Labor and
Employment Law Update.  We encourage
you to join us. The full list of current
offerings can be found on pages 3-7.

As president of the Suffolk Chapter, I am
always looking for feedback and thoughts
from members on what they would like to
see as a chapter in the future. If anyone
has any thoughts or feedback, please
feel free to reach out to me directly via e-
mail at rhuether@estee.com.

All the best to you and your families!
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Employee Benefits Committee
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On December 11, 2024, Michael
Bitton, a Retirement Strategies
Group Consultant with Pacific Life,
a life insurance and retirement
solutions company that offers a

variety of annuities, life insurance plans, 
workforce benefits, and more, presented to 
our members a one-hour tech session on 
Planning for Healthcare in Retirement. 

Michael brought his 20+ years of industry 
experience to present us with 
understanding the four parts of Medicare 
including planning for the “When”, the
“What” and the “How”. Michael walked us 
through the differences between Parts A, B, 
C and D Medicare coverage and included a 
brief overview Medigap, another health care 
program that is offered. The discussion 
went on to include topics of when to enroll 
in Medicare, the various coverage options 
and their respective costs. Michael reviewed 
with our members commonly asked 
questions by retirees. Our attendees walked

away with knowledge and tools that will be
beneficial to clients that may be nearing
retirement age or simply looking to plan
ahead.  

The committee’s own Joe Sellitto, of
Bradley & Parker, Inc., hosted the seminar
at their office in Melville. Christina Koehler,
a Personal Financial Advisor with WG
Financial in Garden City, participated in the
planning of this seminar and treated
attendees to coffee and some delicious
donuts. 

Thank you to all who worked to put together 
this seminar. 

HELP WANTED!
The Employee Benefits Committee is
looking for members that would be
interested in helping organize a networking
event to gather representatives from the
various sectors surrounding employee
benefits. From pension plan auditors or
third-party administrators to financial
advisors or employee benefits advisors.
Employee benefits include such a wide
range of topics and industries and what
better way to help our clients navigate than
with our own network of specialists. Those

interested may contact Christina Galasso
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com. 

The Employee Benefits Committee is also
looking for a new chair. After chairing the
committee for approximately seven years
Christina Galasso is looking to pass the
reigns. The Committee is always looking to
welcome new members who are interested
in actively participating. Please reach out
Christina at cgalasso@acntaxservices.com
if you are interested in learning more about
the Committee.
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JANUARY 27, 2025
Overlooked Audit Areas. 
Details on page 4.

JANUARY 30, 2025
Labor and Employment Law
Update. Details on page 5.

FEBRUARY 13, 2025
Uniform Guidance.  
Details on page 6.

APRIL 24, 2025
Audit Case Studies. 
Details on page 7.

For up-to-the-minute NY CPA Suffolk Chapter activities
CLICK HERE

Committee Chairs! Send future meeting dates to Janet Verneuille, janet.verneuille@fnbli.com.

Suffolk Chapter CALENDAR OF EVENTS

http://www.nysscpa.org/membership/chapters/suffolk#sthash.tia4Xxa9.dpbs
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Overlooked Audit Areas 
Monday, January 27, 2025

8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
At Cerini & Associates

3340 Veterans Memorial Highway, Bohemia  

REGISTER HERE

What are the most commonly overlooked audit areas in non-profit accounting?  Are
you sure?  Join the Suffolk Chapter Nonprofit Committee to get a refresher.  Highlights: 

Free!  1 CPE credit (Course code: 29081503) 

•  Insights into assessing an organization’s ability to continue as a going concern 
    and perform sufficient testing.
•  Essential guidelines and regulatory requirements for Medicaid compliance.
•  Best practices for other often-overlooked audit areas.

SPEAKER
James Laino – Cerini & Associates

https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/35548
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Labor and Employment Law Update
Thursday, January 30, 2025

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
At One Huntington Quadrangle (Conference Room)

Melville, NY 11747

REGISTER HERE

Join the Suffolk Chapter Small Business Committee for an update on recent
employment law changes as we prepare for a productive 2025.  Topics to include:

Free!  1 CPE credit (Course code: 29081506) 

•  Freelance Isn't Free Act
•  New Rule for Independent Contractor
•  New York State Updates

SPEAKER
Elana Henderson – Franklin Gringer & Cohen P.C. 

https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/35744
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Uniform Guidance
Thursday, February 13, 2025

8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
At Cerini & Associates

3340 Veterans Memorial Highway, Bohemia  

REGISTER HERE

What is a uniform guidance audit and when is it required?
Join the Suffolk Chapter Nonprofit Committee to find out more. Highlights:

Free!  1 CPE credit (Course code: 29081505) 

•  When is a uniform guidance audit required for an organization?
•  Auditor’s responsibility during a uniform guidance audit vs auditee’s responsibility
•  Key components of performing a uniform guidance audit: Compliance matrix, 
    Compliance supplement, Grant compliance, Testing strategies

SPEAKER
Kelly Ann Mehr – Cerini & Associates

https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/35549
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Audit Case Studies
Thursday, April 24, 2025

8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
At Cerini & Associates

3340 Veterans Memorial Highway, Bohemia  

REGISTER HERE

Join the Suffolk Chapter Nonprofit Committee for some lessons learned as we wrap up
another busy season.  Attendees are asked to bring a “case study” to this meeting –

an example of a situation faced while performing an audit or bookkeeping for a
nonprofit agency.

We will go over each case study, review the obstacles, and have an open discussion
about resolving them.  We will also review best practices that can be applied to similar

situations in future audits or bookkeeping tasks for nonprofit agencies.

Free!  1 CPE credit (Course code: 29081505) 

SPEAKER
Kenneth R. Cerini – Cerini & Associates

https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/35550
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NYSSCPA Members Go Places,
You Can Too

Advance as a Professional. Being involved in NYSSCPA activities can bring  
your career to another level.  

Stay Current. Our publications are nationally recognized, and our online  
news outlets provide updates on vital developments.  

Find Business Partners, Employees or a New Opportunity. With 50+  
committees and regional chapters across the state, the NYSSCPA offers  
you outstanding networking opportunities.  

Increase Your Clout. Your membership status lets clients and colleagues  
know you adhere to a high level of professional standards.  

Save Time and Money. Members are entitled to discounts on a huge variety  
of products and services.  

FREE CPE. Members can take unlimited on-demand FAE self-study CPE for FREE. 

No CPA? No Problem.  
as well as non-CPA professionals. 

Join today at NYSSCPA.ORG/JOINUS 
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FUN & GAMES:  Confusing Words

Do commonly-confusing words trip you up?  Find out!

B. compliment A. pore over B. pour over

B. cachet A. everyday B. every day

B. martial A. moral B. morale

B. precede A. hoard B. horde

2. I took a moment 
to __ the contract.

4. I go running as part of 
my _____ workout.

6. The __ of the story is 
to be kind to others.

8. Upon defeating the dragon, heroes
were rewarded with the monster's __.

SOURCE: merriam‐webster.com

How’d you do?  Flip to see if you’re right...

1. A. Although both words come from the Latin for
“to complete” only complement means “something
that fills up, completes, or makes better or perfect.”
Compliment, on the other hand, means “an admiring
remark.”

2.A.As a verb, pore means "to gaze intently" or "to
reflect or meditate steadily." The verb pour has
meanings referring to the falling or streaming of
liquid.

3.A.Pronounced exactly like the word cash, a cache
is a (usually hidden) storage place. Cachet is
synonymous with prestige.

4. A.  Everyday, with no space, usually functions as
an adjective, and is synonymous with the word
ordinary. Every day usually functions as an adverb
phrase, as in “I water my plants every day.” If you can

substitute the word each for every and it still sounds
fine, then every day (with a space) is the right choice.

5. B. Martial refers to military matters. Marital refers to
marriage.

6. A. Moral and morale differ by one letter, which
makes them easy to confuse. Remembering that
morale is a way of expressing enthusiasm, which
begins with e, might help you keep them straight.

7. A. Precede means "to come, be, or go before,"
while proceed means to "continue after a pause" or
"to begin and carry on an action."

8. A.  A hoard is a stored­up supply. A horde is a
teeming, unorganized group, which would make for a
poor reward!

A. complement

A. cache

A. marital

A. proceed

1. The interior designer thinks the 
new rug will ____ the room nicely.

3. Squirrels prepare for winter by
burying a _____ of nuts

5. The head of the armed forces
declared __ law.

7. If everybody is ready, 
let's __ with the presentation.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
Rebecca Brodsky, CPA
Ernst & Young LLP
(516) 336­0171
Rebecca.A.Brodsky@ey.com

Stephen Dagnell, CPA                  
Grant Thornton, LLP                     
(631) 577­1843                              
stephen.dagnell@us.gt.com

John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040  
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

Michael T. Joy, CPA, CGMA
EisnerAmper LLP
(516) 222­8350
michael.joy@eisneramper.com

Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National LI
(516) 671­4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
epsmith@ns.cpa

ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
Paul Becht, CPA                             
Baker Tilly                                       
(516) 240­4295
paul.becht@bakertilly.com

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS &  
REAL ESTATE
Matthew Slack
Weaver
(212) 364­1890                             
Matthew.Slack@weaver.com

COOPERATION WITH
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040  
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Robert Craig, CPA                         
Craig, Fitzsimmons & Meyer, LLP       
(631) 360­1400                              
rcraig@cfmllp.com

Christina Galasso, CPA
ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 557­4302
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

FORENSIC AND VALUATION
SERVICES
Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
epsmith@ns.cpa

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA,
CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
jspatola@ns.cpa

GENERAL TAXATION
John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA,
CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500,
jspatola@ns.cpa

GOLF OUTING
John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040  
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

MEMBERS IN INDUSTRY
Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500  
epsmith@ns.cpa
Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National LI
(516) 671­4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

MEMBERSHIP
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 353­5354
rhuether@estee.com                   

NEXTGEN 
Christina Galasso, CPA
ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 557­4302
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 353­5354
rhuether@estee.com

NOMINATING
John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA,
CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
spatola@ns.cpa

NOT­FOR­PROFIT & GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
James Laino                                   
Cerini & Associates, LLP               
(631) 582­1600 
jlaino@cerinicpa.com

Kelly Mehr                                      
Cerini & Associates, LLP               
(631) 582­1600 
kmehr@cerinicpa.com                

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 454­7000
rhuether@estee.com

SMALL BUSINESS 
Timothy McMaugh, CPA
Eckhardt & Company, P.C.          
(631) 420­8100
timothy.mcmaugh@
eckhardtcompany.com                

SPONSORSHIP
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 454­7000
rhuether@estee.com

STATE SOCIETY DIRECTOR 
REPRESENTING SUFFOLK
Phil Marciano, CPA, CGMA, CGFM
Citrin Cooperman
(212) 697­1000 
pmarciano@citrincooperman.com

––––––––––––––––

The NY CPA Suffolk Chapter has a few
committees looking for a chair! 
•  COOPERATION WITH ATTORNEYS
•  COOPERATION WITH BANKERS & OTHER

CREDIT GRANTORS
•  EAST END
•  EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES 
• ESTATE/FINANCIAL PLANNING
•  MANAGEMENT OF AN ACCOUNTING       

PRACTICE

Interested in learning more?  
Contact cgalasso@acntaxservices.com.

PRESIDENT
Robert J. Huether, CPA 
The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
(631) 353‐5354
rhuether@estee.com

Suffolk Chapter BOARD & COMMITTEES

VICE PRESIDENT
Christina Galasso, CPA
ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 557‐4302
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

TREASURER
Christopher A. Angotta, CPA
Nawrocki Smith LLP
(631) 756‐9500
cangotta@ns.cpa

SECRETARY
William Huether, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665‐7040
whuether@sheehancpa.com
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COMMITTEE SERVICE APPLICATION

Here’s a way to get involved with NY CPA Suffolk and help make a
difference!  Please rank the top 3 committees in which you have an
interest:

___   Accounting & Auditing
___   Community Affairs
___   Construction Contractors
___   Cooperation with Attorneys
___   Cooperation with Bankers and 
         Other Credit Grantors
___   Cooperation with Educational 
         Institutions
___   CPE/Professional Development
___   East End
___   Emerging Technologies
___   Employee Benefits

___   Estate/Financial Planning
___   Forensic and Valuation Services
___   General Taxation
___   Golf Outing
___   Management of Accounting Practice
___   Members in Industry
___   Membership 
___   NextGen (Young CPAs)
___   Not-for-Profit & Government
___   Public Relations
___   Real Estate & Construction
___   Small Business

Please forward your response to:
John M. Spatola, (631) 756-9500, jspatola@ns.cpa

Step One:      Choose the type of event based on your target audience.
                       •  golf outings
                       •  networking events
                       •  technical workshops

•   informational seminars
•   charitable events

SUFFOLK CHAPTER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Here’s your chance to make the most of your membership!  
SPONSOR ONE OF OUR EVENTS and get in front of colleagues,
referral sources, and potential clients. 

To take advantage of this great offer, contact our Sponsorship Chair:
Robert Huether, CPA, (631) 454-7000, rhuether@estee.com

Step Two:       Become a sponsor. At a cost of $1,000 you receive:
                       •  recognition in the Suffolk Chapter newsletter
                       •  logo/recognition in all event flyers
                       •  opportunity to speak at the event
                       •  booth or table display space

Get Involved!  NY CPA SUFFOLK

Newsletter Editor:
Christina Galasso, CPA

ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 557-4302

cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

Design/Layout:
Flo Federman

CBIZ
flo.federman@cbiz.com

The Suffolk Chapter
newsletter is published

monthly (bi-monthly
January through August) 
by the Suffolk Chapter of 

the New York State 
Society of CPAs.


