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President’s Message

ROBERT
HUETHER

Happy New Year!

| hope everyone had a wonderful and
enjoyable holiday and is looking forward to
what 2024 has in store. Most of us have
been/are currently ramping up for the
traditional “busy season” (which seems to
be perpetual these days) and | just want
to thank our Suffolk Chapter members for
their undying commitment to their clients
and continuing to move this profession
forward.

On December 20, the Suffolk Chapter
Executive Board came together for a
happy hour at The Refuge in Melville as a
way to celebrate the holiday season. Refer
to page 6 for a recap from that event.

On a personal note, this
December marks a special
milestone for me as my
wife and | welcomed our
first child into the world.
On December 28, Hunter
James Huether made his
grand appearance and is
now the newest member of the Suffolk
Chapter family.

As president of the Suffolk Chapter, | am
always looking for feedback and thoughts
from members on what they would like to
see as a chapter in the future. If anyone
has any thoughts or feedback, please feel
free to reach out to me directly via e-mail
at rhuether@estee.com.
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Karen Tenenbaum - In Memoriam

In December 2023, the Long Island
business community was dealt a huge blow
with the passing of Karen Tenenbaum.

Karen was not only a huge supporter and
contributor to the NYSSCPA, both at the
statewide and local chapter level, but was
also a networking pioneer and a force to be
reckoned with across New York State.
Karen dedicated her life to giving back to
the business community, bringing people
together from all walks of life and always
being there to lend a helping hand where
needed.

| can’t remember one event that | attended

where Karen was not also present. The The Suffolk Chapter expresses our deepest
impact that Karen had on those she condolences to Karen’s family and are
surrounded herself with was profound, and ~ Sénding our thoughts and prayers during
her legacy will continue to live on for this difficult time.

decades to come. Karen’s life and career

truly epitomizes the definition of success Although Karen will never physically attend
and we at the Suffolk Chapter are so any more of our Suffolk Chapter events, |
honored to have known Karen. know she will, without a doubt, continue to

be there in spirit.

—Bob Huether
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Check Fraud: What Clients Should Know

By First National Bank Long Island 1r E'arfitonm

In today’s rapidly evolving digital world,
financial crimes are becoming more
sophisticated than ever. Check fraud is a
financial crime that can be devastating to
individuals and your business clients. A
criminal obtains and uses a check without
proper authorization, leading to unauthorized
withdrawals or purchases leading to financial
loss, and an accounting headache.

In recent months, there has been a notable
increase in digital check fraud cases. The
United States Postal Service reported that
complaints of mail theft doubled in 2021 and
Banks report that check fraud jumped to
680,000 reports last year, up from 300,000
the year prior.

As we navigate through a world of online
transactions, it's important to stay vigilant and
use advanced security measures. Criminals
exploit vulnerabilities in online banking
systems and mobile deposit services. Today’s
advanced technology allows these scammers
to create convincing counterfeit checks and
manipulate digital images for unauthorized
transactions.

Advise your clients to follow these tips from
the United States Postal Inspection Service:
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Pick up mail promptly: Avoid leaving
letters or packages in your mailbox or at
your door for any length of time.

Inquire about overdue mail: If you
haven't received a check, or any other
sensitive mail, contact the sender as
soon as possible.

Don’t send cash or checks: Be mindful
of what you send. Don't risk sending any
cash or checks in the mail. If you must
mail a check, bring the envelope directly
to the post office and hand to an
employee. Do not leave in any mailbox.

Arrange for timely pickup: If you won'’t
be home to receive a package, make
another arrangement or use the USPS
Hold Mail Service.

Use Hold for Pickup: When sending
mail or packages, use the Hold for
PickUp option and the recipient can
receive the mail/package at their local
post office.

Request Signature Confirmation: When
mailing something with confidential
information, such as a check, consider
requesting Signature Confirmation for
the recipient.

(continued...)




Check Fraud (cont’d)

* File a change of address timely: If you
move, make sure you change your
address with the Post Office and let
your financial institutions know in a
timely manner.

Below are some additional tips for how clients
can keep their financial account(s) safe:

* Utilize Online Banking Security: Make
sure you have strong and unique
banking credentials using a
combination of upper and lower-case
letters, numbers and special
characters. Lastly, enable multi-factor
authentication for an extra layer of
security for your online accounts.

e Secure Connections Only: Always
access your online banking accounts
from secure and private networks -
meaning no hotel, airport or coffee
shop connections, among others.

* Biometric Authentication: Enable
fingerprint or facial recognition
authentication methods offered by your
Bank’s mobile app. These provide
additional security behind your
password.

e Enable Account Alerts: Turn on push
notifications and text alerts for any
activity on your accounts so if there are
any suspicious or large transactions,
you will be notified immediately.
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 Stay Alert of Email Phishing: Always

think before you click any email,
especially if the sender is unfamiliar to
you or you were not expecting the email.
Never send any wires to someone you
do not know. Always check the email of
the sender and spelling/grammar errors
since these are common with
scammers looking for you to send
money.

Confirm Check Deposits: When you
deposit a check using your Bank’s
mobile app, confirm the clarity of the
check image and verify all information
matches the physical document. Keep
the original check in a secure location
for at least one week before destroying it.

Report Suspicious Activity: If you
suspect you are a victim of check fraud,
contact your Bank immediately.

Fraud
Awareness

Check Fraud

There has been a notablé incre

digital check fraud cases in recent
months. Criminals exploit vulnerabilities
in online banking systems and mobile
deposit services. p

Today's advanced technology al
these scammers to create conving
counterfeit checks and manipulate
images for unauthorized transactions,

Explore tips for how clients can keep their
account(s) safe!




Toys for Tots Pick-up

Heartfelt thanks for your tremendous
support for our 29th annual Toys for Tots
Drive! The ceremonial pick-up took place
December 8 and it was truly heartwarming
to see the large amount of toys collected.

As a result of your dedication, support and
efforts, thousands of toys were collected
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and so many underprivileged children in
our community will have a much brighter
holiday season.

Thank you for your continued support over
the last 29 years and we look forward to
celebrating the 30th anniversary next year!




NYSSCPA Suffolk Board
Holiday Gathering 12/20 at the Refuge

e

John Spatola, Bob Huether, Stephen Dagnell, Rebecca Brodsky, Michael Joy, Ernie Smith, Janet
Verneuille, Bill Huether

b y g l . A\

Ernie Smith, Bob Huether, Stephen Dagnell

Matt Spatola, John Spatola, Michael Joy, Ernie Smith
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FUN & GAMES: Name That Thing

1 2.
Tin @ A f!ush ball A. skeg
= B. filter ball o G B. blade
{ J C. float ball C. tail
N B D. water ball i D. boot
3. 4,
A. rumba A. gouge
B. toga B. spatula
C. kimono C. chisel
D. bolero D. brayer
5 6.
Vg | A Well A. dewclaw
B. jaw B. carpus
\ C. bezel C. hock
D. claw D. palmer pad
7 8.
A. escarole A. balance
B. radicchio B. point
C. arugula C. load
D. kale D. fulcrum
9. 10.
A. doric whisk A. delta
B. mortar B. headland
C. pestle - C. lagoon
D. stone pin —_— 4 D. estuary

HOW’D YOU DO?

—

E - W- NS
RN o)
(SN ENE)
G NS

SOURCE: merriam-webster.com
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Suffolk Chapter BOARD & COMMITTEES

PRESIDENT

Robert J. Huether, CPA

The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
(631) 353-5354
rhuether@estee.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Phil Marciano, CPA

CBIZ Marks Paneth LLP

(516) 992-5841
pmarciano@markspaneth.com

SECRETARY

William Huether, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665-7040
whuether@sheehancpa.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National LI

(516) 671-4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

jspatola@ns.cpa

TREASURER

Christopher A. Angotta, CPA
Nawrocki Smith LLP

(631) 756-9500
cangotta@ns.cpa

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Rebecca Brodsky, CPA

Ernst & Young LLP

(516) 336-0171
Rebecca.A.Brodsky@ey.com

Stephen Dagnell, CPA
Grant Thornton, LLP

(631) 577-1843
stephen.dagnell@us.gt.com

Christina Galasso, CPA

ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 557-4302
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

Frank Giambruno, CPA

Frank J. Giambruno, CPA PLLC
(631) 780-5444
frank@fjgcpatax.com

John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665-7040
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

Michael T. Joy, CPA, CGMA
EisnerAmper LLP

(516) 222-8350
michael.joy@eisneramper.com

Thomas S. Pirro, CPA
Thomas Pirro, CPA, P.C.
(631) 472-7637
tpirrocpa@optonline.net

Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE

Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

epsmith@ns.cpa

ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
Paul Becht, CPA

Baker Tilly

(516) 240-4295
paul.becht@bakertilly.com

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS &
REAL ESTATE

Matthew Slack

UHY, LLP

(631) 712-6860
mslack@uhy-us.com

COOPERATION WITH EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

John Hermus, CPA, CGMA

Sheehan & Company CPA, PC

(631) 665-7040
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

Robert Craig, CPA

Craig, Fitzsimmons & Meyer, LLP
(631) 360-1400
rcraig@cfmllp.com

Christina Galasso, CPA

ACN Tax & Accounting Services
(516) 5574302
cgalasso@acntaxservices.com

ESTATE/FINANCIAL PLANNING
Eric Goodman

The Quintessential Experience
(631) 389-2308
goodman_eric@nlgroupmail.com
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FORENSIC AND VALUATION
SERVICES

Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE

Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

epsmith@ns.cpa

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

jspatola@ns.cpa

GENERAL TAXATION

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500,

jspatola@ns.cpa

Nancy Watts, CPA
Nawrocki Smith LLP
(631) 756-9500
nwatts@ns.cpa

GOLF OUTING

John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665-7040
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

MEMBERS IN INDUSTRY

Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE

Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

epsmith@ns.cpa

Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National LI

(516) 671-4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

MEMBERSHIP

Phil Marciano, CPA, CGMA, CGFM
CBIZ Marks Paneth

(516) 992-5841
pmarciano@markspaneth.com

NEXTGEN

Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.
(631) 353-5354
rhuether@estee.com

NOMINATING

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP

(631) 756-9500

spatola@ns.cpa

NOT-FOR-PROFIT & GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
Kenneth R. Cerini, CPA

Cerini & Associates, LLP

(631) 582-1600
kenc@ceriniandassociates.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.
(631) 454-7000
rhuether@estee.com

SPONSORSHIP

Thomas S. Pirro, CPA
Thomas S. Pirro, CPA, P.C.
(631) 472-7637
tpirrocpa@optonline.net

STATE SOCIETY DIRECTOR
REPRESENTING SUFFOLK

Phil Marciano, CPA, CGMA, CGFM,
CBIZ Marks Paneth

(516) 992-5841
pmarciano@markspaneth.com

The NYSSCPA Suffolk Chapter has a few
committees looking for a chair!

e COOPERATION WITH ATTORNEYS
COOPERATION WITH BANKERS & OTHER
CREDIT GRANTORS

EAST END

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
MANAGEMENT OF AN ACCOUNTING
PRACTICE

SMALL BUSINESS




Newsletter Editor:
Janet T. Verneuille, cpa
First National LI

(516) 671-4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

Design/Layout:
Flo Federman

Marcum LLP
flo.federman@marcumllp.com

The Suffolk Chapter
newsletter is published
monthly (bi-monthly
January through August)
by the Suffolk Chapter of
the New York State
Society of CPAs.

Get Involved! NYSSCPA SUFFOLK

COMMITTEE SERVICE APPLICATION

Here’s a way to get involved with NYSSCPA Suffolk and help make a
difference! Please rank the top 3 committees in which you have an
interest:

Accounting & Auditing
Community Affairs

Estate/Financial Planning
Forensic and Valuation Services

Construction Contractors
Cooperation with Attorneys
Cooperation with Bankers and

General Taxation
Golf Outing
Management of Accounting Practice

Other Credit Grantors Members in Industry

__ Cooperation with Educational __ Membership

Institutions __ NextGen (Young CPAs)
__ CPE/Professional Development ___ Not-for-Profit & Government
___ EastEnd Public Relations

Real Estate & Construction
Small Business

Emerging Technologies
Employee Benefits

Please forward your response to:
John M. Spatola, (631) 756-9500, jspatola@ns.cpa

SUFFOLK CHAPTER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Here’s your chance to make the most of your membership!
SPONSOR ONE OF OUR EVENTS and get in front of colleagues,
referral sources, and potential clients.

Step One: Choose the type of event based on your target audience.
e golf outings ¢ informational seminars
* networking events e charitable events
¢ technical workshops

Step Two: Become a sponsor. At a cost of $1,000 you receive:
e recognition in the Suffolk Chapter newsletter
e |logo/recognition in all event flyers
* opportunity to speak at the event
e booth or table display space

To take advantage of this great offer, contact our Sponsorship Chair:
Thomas S. Pirro: (631) 472-7637; tpirrocpa@optonline.net
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