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President’s Message

I am proud and honored to be installed at
the 51st president of the Suffolk Chapter.
I would first like to thank the immediate
past president, William Huether, who did
a great job transitioning the chapter
through a challenging time as we get back
to some semblance of normal since the
onset of COVID-19. 

As a chapter, we plan on moving forward
this year with more in-person events and
getting professionals together again not
just to learn technical topics, but to also
network with our peers. 

Our first in-personal social event to start
the fiscal year was our Membership event
on July 21st at Sand City Brewing
Company and it was a great success! 

My journey to president was one started
approximately a decade ago, when my
firm was informed from the Suffolk
newsletter that the chapter’s Forensic &
Valuation committee was becoming active
again. I immediately got involved and
spent many years on that committee
before I was asked to co-chair the
committee. Though co-chairing the
committee, planning many technical/
social events and speaking for various
chapter committees I became visible to
the great people in our chapter and
eventually was asked to serve as a Board
Member. I shortly thereafter became an

Officer of the chapter and now have the
honor as serving as its 51st president. 

Throughout my journey, I have met many
professionals that I have forged great
friendships and relationships with. My
journey is not unlike many of the great
people in our chapter and is an example
of how rewarding the NYSSCPA can be to
those who get involved. 

Whether you’re interested in technical
topics like forensics, valuation, taxation,
audit, employee benefits, etc. or social
events like our upcoming Nine & Dine golf
outing on August 24th or our Supersized
Networking meeting on October 26th,
there is a committee that can interest
everyone. 

I encourage everyone to get involved and
join one of our great chapter committees
to begin their own journey. As a famous
philosopher once said, a journey of a
million miles begins with just one step.

If I can be of any assistance, please don’t
hesitate to contact me at jspatola@ns.cpa. 

I look forward to serving you all and to a
great upcoming year.

NEWS
Suffolk Chapter

– John M. Spatola
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On Wednesday, June 15th, the Suffolk
Chapter had its annual Installation Lunch, in
person for the first time since 2019. 

We started the new fiscal year with 35
attendees including the incoming Suffolk
Chapter Officers and Board Members, past-
presidents and invited guests. The event
was held at Stonebridge Country Club in
Hauppauge and we were lucky enough to
have Harold Deiters, III “zap” us into the
fiscal year as has been the tradition for the
Suffolk Chapter. 

The current slate of officers and board
members are a great mix of professionals
who represent large, medium, and small
companies both in the public and private
sector of our industry in Suffolk County and
we look forward to a great upcoming fiscal
year!

And there’s room for YOU to get involved.
See the list of committee chair opportunities
on page 7.

Outgoing President William Huether with
Incoming President John Spatola

NYSSCPA’s Calvin Harris, Jr. Orume Hays of Hays CPA, LLC NYSSCPA’s Lelia Dickenson

THE NEW BOARD, with “zapper” Harold Deiters: Ernest Patrick Smith, John M.
Spatola, Michael Joy, Rebecca Brodsky, William Harris, William Huether, Rob Huether,
Janet Verneuille, Phil Marciano, Stephen Dagnell, Chris Angotta,  Christina Galasso 

PAST PRESIDENTS:  Elizabeth Vuozzo, Felix Russo, John M. Spatola, Harold Deiters III,
William Huether, Amanda Pospishil, Ken Laks, John Hermus, Paul Becht
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On Thursday, July 21, the Suffolk Chapter 
had its annual Membership Event for the 
first time since 2019. It was a resounding 
success with more than 50+ members and 
non-members alike joining the Suffolk 
Chapter to re-connect with colleagues and 
support organizations. 

A big thank you to Sand City Brewing 
Company, whose venue set the tone for the 
very successful event and whose craft beer

and ciders were enjoyed by all. Another
thank you to the Maui Chop House food
truck, whose Hawaii style food was a hit. 

We look forward to this be the first of many
in-personal social events this year and to get
the members and non-members once again
involved with the society and connecting
with colleagues in the industry. 

Membership Event
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Suffolk Chapter CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST 24, 2022
Suffolk Chapter Nine and Dine. 
Details on page 5. 

OCTOBER 26, 2022
Supersized Networking Meeting. 
Save the Date!  Details TBA...

NOVEMBER 11, 2022
Nassau/Suffolk Chapter Accounting &
Auditing Conference.  MORE INFO.

DECEMBER 1, 2022
Nassau/Suffolk Chapter Tax
Conference.  MORE INFO.

For up-to-the-minute NYSSCPA Suffolk Chapter activities
CLICK HERE

Committee Chairs! Send future meeting dates to Rebecca Brodsky, Rebecca.A.Brodsky@ey.com

https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/33262
https://cpe.nysscpa.org/product/33260
http://www.nysscpa.org/membership/chapters/suffolk#sthash.tia4Xxa9.dpbs
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Suffolk Chapter Nine and Dine
Wednesday, August 24, 2022

at Cherry Creek Golf Links
900 Reeves Avenue, Riverhead

2:30 p.m. Registration, driving range
3:00 p.m. Start

Prizes:
• Winning foursome
• Men’s/women’s longest drive 
• Closest to the pin 

Pricing:
• $75 Regular Registration 
• $40 Dinner Only

More Information:
John M. Spatola, jspatola@ns.cpa

Join 
Us

Join the NYSSCPA
Suffolk Chapter for 
9 holes of golf with
cart, practice driving
range, BBQ dinner,
beer/wine/soda

$5 per golfer to benefit:

OUR SPONSORS
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FUN & GAMES:  True or False?

Simple!  Are these “facts” true or false?  (Are you sure?)

SOURCE: merriam‐webster.com

How’d you do?  Flip to see if you’re right...

1. FALSE.  The Harry Potter series is first; the James
Bond series, second; and Star Wars, third.

2.FALSE.  Napoleon surrendered to the British after
his defeat at Waterloo and died in exile on the island
of St. Helena.

3. TRUE.  Until his 1905 call for regulation of the
sport, football was dwindling in support due to its
violence ­ 18 football players died that year.

4. FALSE.  Water is the most common substance at
roughly these amounts.

5. TRUE. It's a motto that emphasizes national unity.

6. TRUE. Apartheid ­ the system of legal, racial
segregation ­ governed South Africa from 1948­1994.

7. TRUE. The 162­floor skyscraper named Burj Khalifa
opened in 2010 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

8. TRUE. An obtuse angle is greater than 90 degrees.

9. FALSE. The rat, a frequent carrier of disease, has
been the deadliest mammal.

10. FALSE.  In her 1943 novel, which reflects Rand's
anticommunist philosophy of "objectivism," a genius
architect battles conformist mediocrity..

1. The highest-grossing film series in history is Star Wars.

2. Napoleon Bonaparte was killed at the Battle of Waterloo.

3. President Theodore Roosevelt saved the sport of football from extinction.

4. Oxygen makes up two-thirds of Earth and also two-thirds of the 
human body.

5. "E Pluribus Unum," on the seal of the United States, 
means "one, out of many."

6. Apartheid was the political system dismantled in 
South Africa at the end of the 20th century.

7. Dubai is home to the tallest man-made structure ever built.

8. An acute angle is less than 90 degrees.

9. The bear has caused more human deaths than any other mammal.

10. In her novel “The Fountainhead,” Ayn Rand promoted the virtues of 
communal efforts over individualism.



7.|NYSSCPA SUFFOLK July/August 2022

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Christopher A. Angotta, CPA
Nawrocki Smith LLP
(631) 756­9500
cangotta@ns.cpa

Stephen Dagnell, CPA                  
Grant Thornton, LLP                     
(631) 577­1843                              
stephen.dagnell@us.gt.com

Christina Galasso, CPA
CBIZ Marks Paneth LLP
(516) 992­5821
cgalasso@markspaneth.com

Frank Giambruno, CPA
Frank J. Giambruno, CPA PLLC
(631) 780­5444
frank@fjgcpatax.com

Michael T. Joy, CPA, CGMA
Raich Ende Malter & Co., LLP
(516) 228­9000
mjoy@rem­co.com

Thomas S. Pirro, CPA
Thomas Pirro, CPA, P.C.
(631) 472­7637
tpirrocpa@optonline.net

Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
epsmith@ns.cpa

Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National Bank
(516) 671­4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
Paul Becht, CPA                             
Baker Tilly                                       
(516) 240­4295
pbecht@bakertilly.com

COOPERATION WITH EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS
John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040  
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

EAST END
Sean Kelly, CPA
Friedman LLP
(631) 596­0653
skelly@friedmanllp.com

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Christina Galasso, CPA
CBIZ Marks Paneth LLP
(516) 992­5821
cgalasso@markspaneth.com

Felicia Paura, CPA                         
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040
fpaura@sheehancpa.com

FORENSIC AND VALUATION
SERVICES
Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
epsmith@ns.cpa

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
jspatola@ns.cpa

GENERAL TAXATION
John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500,
spatola@ns.cpa

Nancy Watts, CPA                         
Nawrocki Smith LLP                      
(631) 756­9500
nwatts@ns.cpa

GOLF OUTING
John Hermus, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC    
(631) 665­7040  
jhermus@sheehancpa.com

MEMBERS IN INDUSTRY
Ernest Patrick Smith, CPA/ABV/CFF,
CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500  
epsmith@ns.cpa

Janet T. Verneuille, CPA
First National Bank
(516) 671­4901, ext. 7462
janet.verneuille@fnbli.com

MEMBERSHIP
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 454­7000
rhuether@estee.com

John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
jspatola@ns.cpa

NEXTGEN 
Robert Huether, CPA
Estee Lauder Co.                           
(631) 454­7000
rhuether@estee.com

NOMINATING
William Huether, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665­7040
whuether@sheehancpa.com

NOT­FOR­PROFIT & GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTING & AUDITING
Kenneth R. Cerini, CPA                 
Cerini & Associates, LLP               
(631) 582­1600
kenc@ceriniandassociates.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756­9500
spatola@ns.cpa

SPONSORSHIP
Thomas S. Pirro, CPA                   
Thomas S. Pirro, CPA, P.C.          
(631) 472­7637
tpirrocpa@optonline.net

STATE SOCIETY DIRECTOR 
REPRESENTING SUFFOLK
Phil Marciano, CPA, CGMA, CGFM,
CBIZ Marks Paneth
(516) 992­5841
pmarciano@markspaneth.com

––––––––––––––––
The NYSSCPA Suffolk Chapter has a few
committees looking for a chair! 
•  CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTORS &  

REAL ESTATE
•  COOPERATION WITH ATTORNEYS
•  COOPERATION WITH BANKERS & OTHER    

CREDIT GRANTORS
•  EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
•  ESTATE/FINANCIAL PLANNING
•  MANAGEMENT OF AN ACCOUNTING           

PRACTICE
•  SMALL BUSINESS

PRESIDENT
John M. Spatola, CPA/ABV/CFF, CVA, CFE
Nawrocki Smith, LLP
(631) 756‐9500 
jspatola@ns.cpa

Suffolk Chapter BOARD & COMMITTEES

PRESIDENT‐ELECT
Robert J. Huether, CPA 
The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
(631) 454‐7000
rhuether@estee.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Rebecca Brodsky, CPA
Ernst & Young LLP
(516) 336‐0171
Rebecca.A.Brodsky@ey.com

TREASURER
Phil Marciano, CPA
Marks Paneth LLP
(516) 992‐5841
pmarciano@markspaneth.com

SECRETARY
William Harris, CPA
Ernst & Young LLP
(516) 336‐01720
william.r.harris@ey.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
William Huether, CPA, CGMA
Sheehan & Company CPA, PC
(631) 665‐7040
whuether@sheehancpa.com
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COMMITTEE SERVICE APPLICATION

Here’s a way to get involved with NYSSCPA Suffolk and help make a
difference!  Please rank the top 3 committees in which you have an
interest:

___   Accounting & Auditing
___   Community Affairs
___   Construction Contractors
___   Cooperation with Attorneys
___   Cooperation with Bankers and 
         Other Credit Grantors
___   Cooperation with Educational 
         Institutions
___   CPE/Professional Development
___   East End
___   Emerging Technologies
___   Employee Benefits

___   Estate/Financial Planning
___   Forensic and Valuation Services
___   General Taxation
___   Golf Outing
___   Management of Accounting Practice
___   Members in Industry
___   Membership 
___   NextGen (Young CPAs)
___   Not-for-Profit & Government
___   Public Relations
___   Real Estate & Construction
___   Small Business

Please forward your response to:
John M. Spatola, (631) 756-9500, jspatola@ns.cpa

Step One:      Choose the type of event based on your target audience.
                       •  golf outings
                       •  networking events
                       •  technical workshops

•   informational seminars
•   charitable events

SUFFOLK CHAPTER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM

Here’s your chance to make the most of your membership!  
SPONSOR ONE OF OUR EVENTS and get in front of colleagues,
referral sources, and potential clients. 

To take advantage of this great offer, contact our Sponsorship Chair:
Thomas S. Pirro: (631) 472-7637; tpirrocpa@optonline.net

Step Two:       Become a sponsor. At a cost of $1,000 you receive:
                       •  recognition in the Suffolk Chapter newsletter
                       •  logo/recognition in all event flyers
                       •  opportunity to speak at the event
                       •  booth or table display space

Get Involved!  NYSSCPA SUFFOLK

Newsletter Editor:
Rebecca Brodsky, CPA

Ernst & Young LLP
(516) 336-0171

Rebecca.A.Brodsky@ey.com

Design/Layout:
Flo Federman

Marcum LLP
flo.federman@marcumllp.com

The Suffolk Chapter
newsletter is published

monthly (bi-monthly
January through August) 
by the Suffolk Chapter of 

the New York State 
Society of CPAs.




