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Minutes of: New York State Society of Certified 
Public Accountants Board of Directors’ 
Meeting 

 

Date & Time: Friday, September 27, 2013, 8:00 to 
11:28 a.m. 

 

Location: The Desmond, Albany, New York 
 

Presiding Officer: J. Michael Kirkland, President 
 

NYSSCPA Board 
Members Present: 

Scott M. Adair, President-Elect 
Ian J. Benjamin, Vice President 
Adrian P. Fitzsimons, Vice President 
Barbara A. Marino, Vice President 
Warren Ruppel, Vice President 
F. Michael Zovistoski, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Anthony T. Abboud 

William Aiken 

Gregory J. Altman 

Barbara E. Bel 
Shari E. Berk 

Christopher G. Cahill 
Anthony S. Chan 

John Craven 

Harold L. Deiters 

Timothy P. Hedley 

Douglas L. Hoffman 

Scott D. Hosler 
 

Scott M. Hotalen 

Gail M. Kinsella 

Eric M. Kramer 

Elliot A. Lesser 
Kevin Matz 

Michael E. Milisits 

Barbara L. Montour 

Steven M. Morse 

Michael 
F.Rosenblatt 
Arthur J. Roth 

Cynthia A. Scarinci 
John Shillingsford 

Stephen T. Surace 

Tracy D. Tarsio 

Yen D. Tran 

Mark Ulrich 

Beth van Bladel 
Mark Weg 

Joanne S. Barry, 
Executive Director 
 

NYSSCPA Board 
Members Absent: 

Richard Van Osten 

 

 

Staff Present: Lisa Axisa 

Amy Broderick 

Robert Busweiler 

Lelia Dickenson 

Nereida Gomez 

Colleen Lutolf 
Ernest Markezin 

Denise Osorio 

Patrick Payano 

Bradley Pryba 
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Guests Present: Frieda Aboyoun 

Kristi Empett 
Emily Gardner 
Jennifer R. George 

Ronald Hegt 
Darwin C. Jones 

Charles  
Mangiaracina 

David J. Moynihan 

Richard E. Piluso  
Amanda Sexton 

Antoinette Spina 

Elizabeth A. Vuozzo 

 

M I N U T E S 

B13 ― N ― 0 

Call to Order 

Attendance was taken, and President J. Michael Kirkland 
established that a quorum was present and called the 
meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Mr. Kirkland welcomed 
everyone to the Governance Forum. Mr. Kirkland 
presented Ms. Kinsella with a Past President’s pin and gift 
and thanked her for her service to the Society. Mr. Kirkland 
noted that Ms. Kinsella had been a great leader and had 
created a great team.  
 

B13 ― N ― 1 
Minutes 

 

a. Approval of Minutes of March 18, 2013 and June 
3, 2013, Board of Directors’ Meetings 

Mr. Kirkland asked the Board to consider and approve the 
minutes of the March 18, 2013 and June 3, 2013 meetings. 
Mr. Deiters moved to approve the minutes, and Mr. 
Abboud seconded the motion.  The motion passed without 
objection.   
 

B13 ― N ― 2 
President’s Report 
 

a. Governance Subcommittee Report 
Mr. Kramer explained that the Governance Subcommittee 
had been asked to review the size of the existing Board. 
Mr. Kramer stated that Mr. Pryba had looked at other state 
society boards and that the average size of a board is 16 
people. Mr. Kramer added that the subcommittee is 
looking at incorporating indemnification and conflict 
policies into the NYSSCPA Bylaws, as well as allowing 
email as an acceptable use of communication.   
  

b. Report from FAE President 
Mr. Lauchert thanked the Board for the opportunity to 
speak with them. Mr. Lauchert thanked Mr. John Kearney 
for his leadership as the FAE President over the past year. 
Mr. Lauchert thanked Messes. Barry and Osorio and their 
staff for all of their hard work.  
Mr. Lauchert gave the Board a brief overview of the FAE 
business plan, and noted that the FAE financials were not 
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as strong as he would like; however, he added that FAE 
was focused on creating quality CPE programs and 
increasing revenue through web-based learning and on-
demand self study, as well as delivering committee CPE to 
the full membership through webcasts.  
Mr. Lauchert announced that FAE had become a 
registered CPE sponsor through NASBA, allowing FAE to 
offer CPE outside of New York State, as well as offer CLE 
credit to attorneys on a case-by-case basis.  
Mr. Lauchert then gave the Board an update on 
scholarship activity for the prior year. Mr. Adair stated that 
there was a gap in funding scholarships, and added that 
the Society needs to strive to increase donations. The 
Board discussed the need to develop programs to engage 
graduating students who are in the process of being 
certified. Mr. Kirkland thanked Mr. Lauchert for his report.  
 

c. Governance Forum 

Mr. Kirkland announced that the meetings held yesterday 
were very successful.   
 

d. Town Hall Schedule and Format 
Mr. Kirkland stated that he had enjoyed the Town Hall 
meetings and asked the chapters to express any 
comments or concerns.  
 

B13 ― N ― 3 
President-elect’s 
Report 

 

Mr. Adair announced that Mr. Kirkland had established 
three Task Forces. 
 

a. Best Practices Task Force Report 
Mr. Adair stated that Mr. Joseph Falbo was the chair of the 
Task Force, and added that Mr. Falbo was working on 
scheduling the first meeting.  
 

b. Diversity/COAP Task Force Report 
Mr. Adair stated that Mr. George Victor was the chair of the 
Task Force. Mr. Adair added that the first meeting was 
held on September 10, 2013, and the second meeting was 
scheduled for October 12, 2013. Mr. Adair stated that one 
goal of the Task Force is to track the COAP participants 
through their education and careers. Mr. Adair added that 
the Task Force is discussing establishing a mentor 
program.  
 

c. Annual Membership Meeting Task Force Report 
Mr. Adair stated that Mr. John Kearney was the chair of the 
Task Force. Mr. Adair announced that the first meeting 
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was held on September 17, 2013, and the second meeting 
is scheduled for October 29, 2013. Mr. Adair stated that 
the Task Force had discussed what they hope to establish.  
 

B13 ― N ― 4 
Vice Presidents’ Reports 

 

a. Chapters Update 

Ms. Marino presented the Chapters update. Ms. Marino 
stated that she and Mr. Fitzsimons had visited the chapters 
between May 14 and June 18, 2013 and noted that they 
were made to feel very welcome. Ms. Marino added that 
the advertising of events was a main topic of conversation. 
Ms. Marino explained that she was reaching out to chapter 
presidents for items for discussion on the chapter 
president calls. Ms. Marino added that certain chapters 
had been set up with PayPal accounts on a test basis. Ms. 
Marino stated that it had been a slow first quarter but that 
there were a lot of events coming up.  
 

b. Society Comments 

Mr. Ruppel announced that 13 comment letters had been 
issued. Mr. Ruppel added that the letters are a good 
representation of the work the Society does. Mr. Kirkland 
thanked Mr. Ruppel.  
 

 

c. Committees Update 

Mr. Benjamin announced that 88 committee meetings had 
been held so far. Mr. Benjamin added that the Society’s 
new location is easily accessible for committee members. 
Mr. Benjamin stated that the new committee chair 
orientation meeting was held on May 2, 2013 and that 70 
new committee applications had been received.  
Mr. Benjamin thanked Mr. Markezin and Ms. Gomez for 
their assistance and hard work.  
 

B13 ― N ― 5 
Secretary/Treasurer’s 
Report 

 

 

a. Nominating Process Update 

Mr. Zovistoski announced that the application process 
ended on August 9, 2013, and that 10 applications were 
received; however, one person withdrew. Mr. Zovistoski 
stated that the nominating Committee would be nominating 
the President-elect, 4 Vice Presidents, 
Secretary/Treasurer, 5 Directors at Large and 5 Directors 
as Chapter Representatives.  
Mr. Zovistoski added that the Board also needed to 
appoint two people from the Board to sit on the Nominating 
Committee.  
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B13 ― N ― 6  
Executive Director’s 
Report  
 

a. Legislative and Regulatory Update 

Mr. Pryba explained that the legislature was out of session. 
Mr. Pryba gave the Board an overview of some of the 
legislation impacting the profession. Mr. Pryba stated that 
the Society played a key role in the Not for Profit 
Revitalization bill and noted that Messrs. Kevin McCoy and 
Ethan Kahn testified. Mr. Pryba stated that the Non-CPA 
Firm Ownership bill had not advanced yet, but noted that 
he expected it would advance in the upcoming session.  
 

b. State Board Update 

Mr. Pryba stated that the Society had a good relationship 
with the Executive Director of the State Board, Ms. 
Jennifer Winters. Mr. Pryba added that the Society is very 
well positioned to work with the State Board on reviewing 
the rules of the Board of Regents.  
 

c. Dues and Membership Update 

Ms. Barry announced that 81.44% of dues had been 
collected, which was a little behind as compared to last 
year.  
 

d. Next Gen Project Update 

Mr. Kirkland explained that the Society had created a 
young CPA’s leadership group to encourage young CPAs 
to be engaged. Ms. Barry explained that a new position 
had been created, Manager of Next Gen Programs, to 
create programs for young CPAs. Ms. Barry added that 
she and Ms. Axisa had created a trial program for 
complimentary memberships for students in college to 
increase participation in the Society and to build a contact 
base.   
 

e. National Commission on Diversity  
Ms. Barry announced that she had been approached by 
the National Commission on Diversity to use COAP as a 
national model. Mr. Kirkland stated that COAP is one of 
the best programs the Society has and encouraged all 
Board members to get involved with it. Mr. Kirkland noted 
that it was important to connect high school students, 
college students and young CPAs.  
 

f. Relocation Update/Open House 

Ms. Barry updated the Board on the Society’s relocation. 
Ms. Barry stated that the relocation went very smoothly 
and that the Society moved into its new location at the end 
of July. Mr. Kirkland thanked the staff for their great work 
during the move. Mr. Kirkland gave a special thanks to Mr. 
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Markezin and Mr. Craig Mandelbaum, NYSSCPA Director 
of Office Operations. Ms. Barry invited all Board members 
to the Society’s open house, being held on December 18, 
2013.  
Ms. Barry thanked the Big Four firms for their donations 
and added that $28,000.00 had been raised from other 
sources. Ms. Barry added that the new audio visual 
capabilities in the new location make it much easier for 
members to join meetings.  
 

g. Peer Review Internal Oversight Report 
Mr. Markezin explained that the Society administers the 
AICPA’s Peer Review program as well as the New York 
State program. Mr. Markezin explained that the AICPA 
audits the Society’s Peer Review program every two years, 
and that three members of the Peer Review committee 
had come in to do a review of the program annually.  
 

h. Media Relations Report 
Ms. Barry gave the Board a brief overview of the Society’s 
media relations.  
 

i. Technical Hotline Update 

Mr. Markezin gave the Board a brief overview of the 
technical hotline service.   
 

B13 ― N ― 7  
Legislative and 
Regulatory Agenda 

Mr. Pryba explained that this was an opportunity for Board 
members to look at where the organization should be 
heading and to develop a forward thinking legislative and 
regulatory agenda. Mr. Pryba stated that he and Mr. 
Busweiler had compiled a report of items they knew would 
be coming up, and asked Board members if they had 
anything to add.  
Mr. Piluso suggested looking at whether New York State 
could move away from the State Board of Education to a 
Board of Accountancy. Mr. Matz suggested looking into 
elder abuse and related fiduciary duties. Mr. Hoffman 
added that legislation requiring disclosure of fees for the 
sale of securities was another area of interest. Ms. Bel 
suggested looking at legislation to prevent the requirement 
of attestations about clients who have not been audited.   
Mr. Pryba thanked everyone for their suggestions and 
asked Board members to contact him with any further 
ideas.  
 

B13 ― N ― 8  Mr. Adair stated that the Board was setting the direction of 
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Strategic Plan where the Society should go in the future. Mr. Adair 
announced that the Society’s strategic plan was last 
updated and approved in 2008. Mr. Adair stated that the 
Society needed to revise and update the document, and 
explained that he would be looking for members to serve 
on a Task Force to start the process. Mr. Adair asked the 
Board members to look over the document and reach out 
to him.  
Mr. Kirkland thanked Mr. Adair for his work.   
 

B13 ― N ― 9  
Audit Committee 
Report 

a. Draft Audit Financial Statements 
for Year Ending May 31, 2013 

Mr. Zovistoski thanked Mr. Payano and his 
staff for their hard work on the audit. Mr. 
Zovistoski added that the Society’s 
relocation was scheduled during audit time, 
and therefore the audit had to be moved 
forward, he commended Mr. Payano and his 
staff on their work under those 
circumstances.  

Mr. Zovistoski announced that the financial 
health of the Society is outstanding and 
thanked Mr. Adair for his work as 
Secretary/Treasurer in the previous year. 
Mr. Zovistoski added that cash flow is good 
and that investments are up.  

After further discussion, Mr. Altman moved 
to approve the financial statements, and Mr. 
Fitzsimons seconded the motion. The 
motion passed without objection.  

 

b. Appointment of Auditors  

The Board discussed the performance of the 
Society’s auditor, Friedman LLP, and Mr. 
Zovistoski recommended retaining Friedman 
LLP for another year.  

Mr. Chan moved to approve retaining 
Friedman LLP for another year, and Ms. 
Marino seconded the motion. The motion 
passed without objection.   

 

B13 ― N ― 10  
Board Selection of 

Mr. Zovistoski explained the requirements to serve on the 
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Nominating Committee 
Members 

 

nominating Committee and explained that the Selections 
Subcommittee had selected five Board members to be 
presented to the Board for appointment to the Nominating 
Committee. Mr. Zovistoski asked if there were any 
nominations from the floor. There being none, the Board 
cast their votes to fill the two positions. Messrs. Milisits and 
Morse served as vote counters.  

The Board elected Messrs. Abboud and Cahill to fill the 
two positions on the Nominating Committee.  

B13 ― N ― 11  
Membership Report  

Ms. Barry presented the membership report 
and announced that after approval of the 
new members the Society’s membership 
total would be 29,325.  

After further discussion, Ms. Marino moved to approve the 
membership report and Mr. Shillingsford seconded the 
motion. The motion passed without objection. 

B13 ― N ― 12 

Executive Session 

 

Mr. Adair moved to enter into an executive session, and 
Mr. Shillingsford seconded the motion. There being no 
objection, an executive session was held between 8:47 
and 9:14 a.m. Mr. Shillingsford moved to approve Ms. 
Barry’s employment contract, and Mr. Fitzsimons 
seconded the motion. The motion passed without 
objection.  
 

At the conclusion of the session Ms. Kinsella moved to 
adjourn the executive session, and Mr. Lesser seconded 
the motion. There being no objection, the executive 
session was adjourned. 

B13 ― N ― 13 

Adjournment  
 

Ms. Marino moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m., 
and Mr. Hosler seconded the motion.  There being no 
objection, the meeting was adjourned.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

F. Michael Zovistoski 
Secretary/Treasurer 

 


