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Minutes of: The New York State Society of Certified Public Accountants Board 

of Directors Meeting 

Date & Time: Tuesday, December 8, 2015, 8:34 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. 

Location: NYSSCPA Offices, 14 Wall Street, 19th Floor, New York, NY 

Presiding 

Officer: 

Joseph M. Falbo, Jr., President 
 

NYSSCPA Board 

Members 

Present: 

F. Michael Zovistoski, President-elect 
Christopher G. Cahill, Vice President  
Jennifer R. George, Vice President 
Stephen T. Surace, Vice President 
Michael M. Todres, Vice President 
John J. Lauchert, Secretary/Treasurer 

Scott M. Adair 
Jeffrey F. Allen 
Edward L. Arcara 

Paul E. Becht 
Jack M. Carr 
Anthony S. Chan 
Jack F. Craven 
Rosemarie Giovinazzo-Barnickel 
Elizabeth A. Haynie 

Elliot L. Hendler 
Jan C. Herringer 
Patricia A. Johnson 

Jean G. Joseph 
 

Barbara A. Marino 

Kevin Matz 

Mitchell J. Mertz 
Michael E. Milisits 

Jacqueline E. Miller 
Barbara L. Montour 

Iralma Pozo 
M. Jacob Renick 
Warren Ruppel 
Steven A. Stanek 
Denise M. Stefano 

Janeen F. Sutryk 
Tracy D. Tarsio 
Mark Ulrich 

Beth Van Bladel 
Mark Weg 
David J. Wojnas 
David G. Young 

Joanne S. Barry, 
Executive Director 

NYSSCPA Board 
Members 
Absent: 

None 

 

Staff Present: 
Polina Brandis 
Robert Busweiler 

Colleen Lutolf 

Ernest Markezin 

Patrick Payano 

Guests Present: 
Frieda T. Aboyoun, FAE President 
J. Michael Kirkland, CPA 

Peter Godfrey, Esq. 
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M I N U T E S 

 

B15 ― D ― 0 
 

      a. Call to Order  
Attendance was taken, and President Joseph M. Falbo, Jr., 
established that a quorum was present and called the meeting to 
order at 8:34 a.m. Welcoming remarks included gratitude 
expressed to staff for the Member Appreciation event held the night 
before. 
 

B15 ― D ― 1 
President’s 
Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B15 ― D ― 2 

Action Items 

a. AICPA Update 
Mr. Falbo announced that there is a separate agenda item 
dedicated to the AICPA/CIMA joint venture. He briefly noted other 
issues, including the discussion on retired CPA status, trying to 
standardize the ability to be designated as inactive when in the 
retirement status. New York being an influential state and due to 
the way that New York licenses are governed, what happens in 
New York will affect other states. 
 

b. Nominating Process Update 
Mr. Lauchert announced that the Nominating Committee has been 
elected. He noted that the name of the 9 members elected have 
been published on the website. The entire Nominating Committee, 
consisting of 11 members, will meet in January. Mr. Lauchert noted 
that there have been a couple of announcements in The Trusted 
Professional and via email for several Board seats, including Vice 
Presidents, Secretary/Treasurer, President-elect, Chapter 
Representatives, and five Director-at-Large positions. Mr. Falbo 
asked for at least two recommendations from each chapter for 
candidates for the Board positions. No questions followed.  
 

c. Town Hall Schedule and Format 
Mr. Falbo announced that, to date, 13 out of 15 chapters had been 
visited. He noted that the format of the meetings is really whatever 
is most beneficial to the chapters, and that he would like to glean 
as much value from the meetings as possible. Mr. Zovistoski 
thanked the chapter representatives and the chapter members for 
allowing flexible scheduling of the meetings. Ms. Barry concurred. 
No questions followed. 
 

d. Appointment of Nominating Committee Chair 

Mr. Falbo announced the appointment of J. Michael Kirkland as 
Chair of the Nominating Committee.  

 

     a. Approval of Minutes: September 18, 2015, Board of 
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Directors Meeting 

Mr. Falbo asked the Board to consider and approve the minutes of 
the September 18, 2015, meeting. Mr. Surace moved to approve 
the minutes, and Ms. Marino seconded the motion. The motion 
passed, subject to changes, without objection.   
 

    b. Financial Statement for the Five Months Ended October 
31, 2015 

Mr. Lauchert presented the financial statements and explained 
certain variances in the statement of activities. 

Mr. Payano informed the Board that a budgeted vs. actual report 
was provided and reviewed with Mr. Lauchert, per the request of 
Mr. Surace.  Mr. Matz inquired as to the increase in professional 
fees. Mr. Lauchert answered that the increase is related to 
consultants.  No further questions followed. 

Ms. Marino moved to accept the financial statements, and Mr. Chan 
seconded the motion. The motion passed without objection. 

 

    c. Membership Report 
Ms. Barry asked the Board to approve 110 new members, bringing 
the total to 27,875 members.  She noted that the process has 
changed: New members now have to make an immediate payment 
upon completing a member application. This new process is 
designed to avoid the large number of terminations each year due 
to nonpayment of dues. Mr. Chan moved to accept the new 
members, and Ms. Haynie seconded the motion. The motion 
passed without objection.  
 

    d. Selection Subcommittee Report: AICPA Council Members 
Mr. Zovistoski announced that this was a vote for members of the 
AICPA Council, and Mr. Busweiler handed out the ballots. A special 
thank you was extended to Ms. Marino for calling in from Australia 
to be part of a Selection Subcommittee meeting. Mr. Zovistoski 
noted that 15 people applied for the positions and of those, 6 were 
selected by the subcommittee as candidates. He explained that the 
Board was to elect 3 of the 6. Only 3 of 4 positions were being 
elected, as the 4th position was reserved for the President-elect. 
Ms. Van Bladel and Ms. Miller were chosen to count the votes.  
 

Mr. Falbo asked for any additional nominations from the floor or 
from those calling in. There were none. Mr. Adair, one the 
candidates, was asked to leave the room, as per protocol, to allow 
for an open discussion. Mr. Falbo asked that all votes of 
participants on the phone be sent to Ms. Barry via e-mail.  
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The winners of the election were Scott M. Adair, David A. Lifson, 
and Edward J. Torres. 
 

    e. AICPA/CIMA Joint Venture Resolution  
Mr. Falbo introduced Past President Mr. Kirkland and thanked him 
for joining the meeting. Mr. Kirkland discussed the joint venture and 
its positive aspects. In summary, Mr. Kirkland noted that change is 
upon the profession and that the Society should look to the future 
and be a leader for this changing landscape. Mr. Hendler inquired 
whether the Board was being asked to accept this vision of a 
changing CPA profession on faith. He noted that there was a lack 
of technical detail regarding associated costs of this venture. 
Discussion followed. Mr. Adair remarked that he had been privy to 
a number of conversations regarding this issue and noted that this 
is a discussion that needs to take place. He also noted that the 
present Board does not know what kinds of decisions the Board of 
20 years ago had to make, but whatever they were, it got the 
profession and the Society to the present day. As such, he 
recommended support of the venture and the vision it represents. 
Ms. Barry remarked that the role of the New York State Society is 
crucial because other state societies will look to see what New York 
is doing. In summary, Ms. Barry asked the Board to consider this 
as a positive. Some discussion followed. 
 

Mr. Adair moved to support the joint venture resolution. Mr. 
Zovistoski seconded the motion. Ms. Giovinazzo-Barnickel, Mr. 
Renick, and Mr. Mertz abstained from voting. Ms. Sutryk and Mr. 
Ulrich opposed the motion. The motion passed with 32 affirmative 
votes. 
 

    f. Dues Restructuring Task Force  
Mr. Adair thanked those who volunteered their time for the task 
force. He announced that the Dues Restructuring Task Force had 
five recommendations.  These included reducing dues categories, 
including non-CPA member categories, and considering the idea of 
firm memberships. He proceeded to outline each category in detail. 
Discussion followed. Concerns and questions included the issue of 
diluting the Society membership too extensively, resulting in loss of 
value to current members in an attempt to gain more members. Mr. 
Adair addressed all inquiries.  
 
After further discussion, a resolution was proposed to adopt 
recommendations two through five. In summary, recommendations 
two through four discussed the revision of the current Retiree, Life 
Member and Sole Practitioner classifications. Recommendation five 
discussed the retention rate of members. It was noted that 
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recommendation one, regarding the addition of a non-CPA 
membership category and the rights and privileges of that category, 
would require more development before it can be adopted.  
 

Mr. Lauchert moved to accept the resolution, and Mr. Matz 
seconded the motion. The motion passed without objection. 
 

It was agreed that the entire Board, Mr. Godfrey, and Mr. Adair 
would conduct a meeting over the phone to further refine and 
rework recommendation one. 
 

B15― D ― 3 
Professional 
Excellence and 
Integrity 
 

a. Chapters Update 
 

i. Chapters Representatives Open Discussion  
Mr. Surace announced that the chapters continue to be active, 
although some have slowed down in participation. He noted that it 
would be positive if members of the Board were able to attend 
events in their chapters and provide encouragement.  
 

Mr. Cahill thanked the staff for their help and noted that everyone 
should make an effort to help at the chapter level, as the chapters 
constitute such a critical component of the Society. Discussion 
followed regarding lack of participation on the monthly chapter 
calls, especially from the bigger chapters. Ms. Giovinazzo-Barnickel 
suggested that chapter representatives call and remind the chapter 
presidents about the monthly calls to help with participation levels. 
No questions followed. 
 

b. Report from FAE President 
Ms. Frieda T. Aboyoun reported some new FAE programs and 
updated other developments. She noted that a comment letter, 
regarding nano-learning was submitted on October 1, 2015. She 
thanked everyone who participated in the drafting process. Ms. 
Aboyoun noted that the Society and FAE have to be dynamic and 
nimble to accommodate the rapid changes in the field. Specifically, 
she referred to the business model that keeps getting refined and 
the delivery of CPE courses. Ms. Aboyoun remarked that the peak 
season for CPE is from October 16 to the end of the year. She 
mentioned that 45% of business for the entire year is done in the 
December through February period. Ms. Aboyoun outlined the 
major goals for FAE and discussed some of the new programs and 
partnerships FAE was engaging in, including enhancing alignment 
with chapters, increasing the value to members, and enhanced 
CPE. She stated that Mr. Falbo, Mr. Lauchert, and Mr. Zovistoski 
were invited to the FAE strategic planning meetings to ensure 
collaboration between the Society and FAE. After further 
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discussion, Mr. Falbo thanked Ms. Aboyoun. No questions 
followed.  

B15 ― D ― 4 
Advocacy 
 

a. Society Comments Letters 
Mr. Markezin reported on behalf of Ms. George and noted that 
there had been 24 comment letters issued as of the date of the 
meeting, well ahead of last year’s pace. No questions followed. Mr. 
Falbo thanked Ms. Herringer as Chair of the Accounting and 
Auditing Oversight Committee, for her work on many of the letters. 
He noted that it was very impressive how so much information was 
put into concise documents. 
 

b. Committees Update 
Mr. Todres announced that since the last Board meeting, there 
were approximately seven committee meetings a week. He noted 
that participation statistics were encouraging, with many new 
committee members, 60% of whom were under the age of 40. Mr. 
Todres remarked that the Sustainability Committee that was 
recently formed had over 90 people apply, which is a record. He 
noted that this committee was not included in the aforementioned 
statistics. Mr. Todres also noted that the Banking Committee has 
been reinstated, and a chair has been found. He commented that 
there has been some concern about people who join committees 
and then do not participate in them, but there are procedures in 
place to deal with that. Mr. Todres concluded by saying that, 
overall, it has been a very positive year. Mr. Matz noted that there 
has been some success with evening technical programs held by 
committees jointly. No questions followed.  
 

c. Legislative and Regulatory Updates 
Mr. Busweiler provided the legislative and regulatory update. He 
detailed the steps the Society has taken in pushing estate tax 
reform. Mr. Matz noted that he has been impressed by the 
Society’s lobbying firm. Mr. Busweiler added that the next step on 
the estate tax issue is to meet with the state's budget office. He 
reviewed additional items in the legislative issues and said that not 
much has changed since the last Board of Directors meeting. He 
said the Society has signed on to support an AICPA initiative to 
provide automatic tax deadline extensions for those in disaster 
areas. Mr. Busweiler then noted that the Society is also working 
with the New York State Board for Public Accountancy on providing 
feedback for reform of Section 29.10, dealing with unprofessional 
conduct.  He said it is moving slowly, but believes progress will be 
made within the next year.  

B15 ― D ― 5 
The Next 
Generation 

a. David J. Moynihan Fund Update 
Ms. Barry reported that The David J. Moynihan Fund is doing well 
and she discussed some of the different elements of the campaign. 
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 She briefly mentioned recent fund-raising events.  
 

b. Goal Update 
Ms. Barry announced that the goal for The David J. Moynihan Fund 
was $500,000 over five years. She noted that at the current rate, 
there was the potential to reach $300,000 by May 2016.  
 
Additionally, Ms. Barry briefly discussed the Get Money Smart 
campaign.  
 

B15 ― D ― 6  
Public 
Awareness  
 

 a. Goal Update 
Ms. Lutolf gave an overview of the changes and events occurring in 
media relations, including the new mailing schedule of The Trusted 
Professional newspaper. She thanked Mr. Matz for his efforts in 
getting the information out regarding the Exchange platform. Ms. 
Lutolf concluded by expressing the need for judges for the 
upcoming Excellence in Financial Journalism Awards. The 
submissions period opened on December 1 and closes on January 
31, 2016; the awards ceremony is to be held during the first week 
of May.  
 

Mr. Falbo noted that the Excellence in Financial Journalism Awards 
was highly regarded in the journalism community. No question 
followed. 
 

 

 

B15 ― D ― 7  
Executive 
Session 
 

 

Mr. Adair moved to hold an Executive Session. Ms. Marino 
seconded the motion. An Executive Session began at 1:32pm. 
 

Ms. Giovinazzo-Barnickel moved to end the Executive Session, 
and Mr. Surace seconded the motion. The motion passed without 
objection. 
 

B15 ― D ― 8 
Adjournment  
 

 

Mr. Zovistoski moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:50 p.m., and Mr. 

Surace seconded the motion. There being no objection, the 

meeting was adjourned.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

John J. Lauchert  
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Secretary/Treasurer 


